PARLIAMENTARY REPUBLIC
only (implying that they could be impeached for a crime), but
in a political sense; the Assembly had admitted without debate
the principle that they must resign in case of disagreement with
the Chambers.
Following the English model, the legislative power was divided
between two assemblies, and the Senate was made up on a com-
plicated system, being a compromise between a Chamber con-
sisting of life members and an assembly elected by the municipal
councils. Yet the system was a democratic one, as in Switzerland,
for, though it had received its name under the monarchy, the
Chamber of Deputies was elected by universal suffrage, and the
members of the two Chambers received an allowance, as in 1848.
This heterogeneous Constitution, which did not satisfy the ideal
of any of the parties, is the only one that has lasted; for the
first time France was provided with a stable political system,
fDEVELOPMENT OF T II K POPULATION
After 1870 the population of France began to renew itself at
an abnormal pace. Up till then, in times of peace, at least, it had
increased - however slowly - through the excess of births over
deaths, and economists have admitted that it obviously increased
in proportion to the available means of subsistence, But whereas
it had increased by eight millions during the first half of the nine-
teenth century, it increased by only four millions in the second half,
The density of population^ which increased very slightly in the
course of half a century (1861-1911) -from 68 to 7 a per square
kilometre - had become far less than that of the other civilized
countries of Europe, France, whose population had for centuries
exceeded that of all the great states, now sank to the lowest level.
The cause of this was unquestionably the small number of births,
which fell from 26 per thousand between 1861 and 1870 to 187
in 1912. This shrinkage was taking place at the very time when
the country's resources were becoming more abundant than ever,
A comparison between the number of births in one type of family
and that in another, or between that in the wealthier parts of
France and that in the poorer ones, shows that the average birth-
rate is very low among the rich and far higher among the poor;
not only is the birth-rate not increasing in proportion to the level
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